
Glossary of Terms for Website 
 
Creating a glossary of terms and layman’s definitions aimed at new bikers and the drivers 
whom we are seeking to educate. More are needed. The terms discussed: 

- Sharrow: A marker on the road to motorists that there will be cyclists on this street. 
Bicycle riders are allowed to use any road, but sharrows are usually present in areas 
of areas high in bike traffic. 

- Bike Lane: A dedicated pathway just for bike travel. Bike lane travel is always the 
same direction as car traffic and are provided on each side of the street. 

- Three feet rule: Drivers should keep a distance of three feet when passing a bike 
rider. It’s the law! 

- Two Abreast: Bikes are allowed, by law, to ride two bikes side by side. They are not 
required to ride single file. They may choose to ride single file to allow cars to pass, 
but are not required to do so. 

- Ride to the right: bicycles are encouraged to “ride right” in the travel lane to make it 
easier for cars to pass. The exceptions are when preparing to turn left 

or when riding on the right side of the lane is unsafe - open doors, cluttered 
roadway. 

- Salmon Riding: When a bike rider is travelling in the opposite direction of traffic in 
a bike lane or on the street. Alway travel WITH traffic, not against it. 

- Door zone: The space in the roadway taken up by a parked car’s open door. If a 
motorist opens their door, a passing cyclist can get "doored." Always ride away from 
parked cars when possible and motorists should check their mirror and turn their head 
when opening the door to check for bikes and cars. 

- The Dutch Reach: a practice where instead of using your near hand — usually the 
driver’s left hand — to open your car door, you use your far hand. Your right hand. In 
doing that, you automatically swivel your body. And you position your head and 
shoulders so you are looking directly out. You are very easily able to look back and 
see if there are oncoming bicycles or cars 

- Ninja rider: That's a night rider who wears dark clothes and eschews bike lights. 
Not only a bad idea, but against the law in every state — a white front light and rear 
reflector or light are required. 

- Idaho stop: Since 1982, Idaho law has given cyclists the right to treat a stop sign as 
a yield (slow down and roll through if traffic allows) and to treat a red light as a stop 
sign (look both ways and proceed if no cars are coming). 
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