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Mayor Glover asks Governor to help residents sickened by landfill  
 
Mayor Cedric Glover has written a letter to Gov. Bobby Jindal, seeking financial assistance for 
residents who say they’re suffering with various health issues related to emissions from the 
Harrelson landfill. 
 
The letter comes just days after the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality finally ordered 
the landfill to close after years and years of operating violations, citations and frequent fires both 
above and below the surface. Shreveport residents, especially those in the nearby Martin Luther 
King Neighborhood, have long complained about the ill effects from the smoke and fumes.  
 
At a meeting this month, volunteers with the MLK Neighborhood Association videotaped the oral 
histories of those residents who believe they are experiencing health complications related to the 
Harrelson operation. Presently, that number stands at approximately 30 residents. 
 
Gov. Jindal plans to request an appropriation for clean-up and remediation of the site located on 
Russell Road. This action is necessary because the owner, Michael Harrelson, failed to adhere to, 
and LDEQ failed to enforce, the requirement to maintain sufficient financial assurance to cover the 
costs for clean-up and remediation. 
 
Mayor Glover also is requesting an immediate appropriation of funds to pay for testing, monitoring 
and evaluation of the site as well as the surrounding area to determine whether operations at the 
facility have caused or contributed to any other adverse environmental conditions. 
 
 ``Use of public dollars for persons adversely affected by the operations at the Harrelson site as 
well as to address environmental conditions caused by this operation is even more appropriate 
than use of public funds for the benefit of the person(s) responsible for the condition of these 
citizens and the adverse impact on the environment,’’ Mayor Glover wrote in his letter to Gov. 
Jindal. 
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