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Fire Marshal asked to improve landfill operator’s fire
mitigation plan
The ongoing fires at a north Shreveport landfill has Mayor Cedric Glover asking Louisiana State
Fire Marshal H. ``Butch’’ Browning to review the latest fire mitigation plan being offered by
Harrelson Materials Management, Inc.
In a letter emailed today to Chief Browning, Mayor Glover details concerns he has about the
ongoing operations and sporadic fires at the landfill, which has spewed smoke and flames for years
from its Russell Road location. Efforts by the city to close the landfill have produced positive
results, but the facility continues to operate in a limited capacity.
Shreveport firefighters were dispatched to the site as recently as Thursday morning after receiving
calls from residents in the Martin Luther King Jr. neighborhood complaining about the smoke.
``This is not the time to relax and hope this will all go away now that the owner of this landfill has
promised not to seek to renew one of his permits and residents have been told that the facility will
close in October,’’ Glover said. ``A promise of not renewing one permit, while there still are others
that can be shifted, expanded or transferred is why I’m insisting on the cessation of the receipt of
all types of waste materials.’’
In addition to his letter to Browning, Mayor Glover also is asking his staff to research and verify
what other permits Harrelson Materials Management have in place for this site, including
authorization to receive agricultural and septic waste.
``It’s not about what I want or what someone else wants, it’s about the health and safety of human
beings who I represent and what they want,’’ said Councilwoman Rose Wilson-McCulloch, whose
district includes the landfill. ``But again, I want to stress that this isn’t just a Cooper Road problem
but a city of Shreveport problem that we need to solve.’’
McCulloch is united in a vocal campaign with MLK neighborhood leaders, who have lobbied state
officials for several years to permanently close the landfill. These advocates have not been
deterred by the bureaucratic roadblocks they’ve faced and even managed to fend off Harrelson’s
effort several years ago to expand the landfill into a full-fledged municipal waste operation.
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``I applaud Councilwoman McCulloch for not being bamboozled by promises and insisting rather
on verifiable proof that this landfill is closing,’’ Mayor Glover said.
Mayor Glover said the immediate goal is to force Harrelson to stop receiving all types of waste
material so that the focus can then shift to the environmental and health concerns being raised by
the citizens.
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