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TITLE

An ordinance to amend Section 50-94 of
Chapter 50 of the City of Shreveport Code of
Ordinances relative to Division 3 of the
Criminal Code, offenses against property and
otherwise providing with respect thereto.

DATE

March 8, 2022
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT

Shreveport Police Department
COUNCIL DISTRICT

City-wide
SPONSOR

PURPOSE

To amend Section 50-94 of the Code of Ordinances.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A catalytic convertor is an emission control device present on nearly all vehicles. These devices are made
from precious metals including platinum, rhodium, and palladium. Since the value of catalytic convertors
continues to increase, there has been a dramatic rise in thefts across the country since the parts have a
high resale value. The City of Shreveport has seen an increase in catalytic convertor thefts across all
seven (7) city council districts, and all thirteen (13) Shreveport police districts since 2020. The rise in
catalytic convertor thefts has affected both businesses and residents of the City of Shreveport. 

TIMETABLE ATTACHMENTS

Introduction: March 8, 2022
Final Passage: March 22, 2022 Exhibit “A” attached

SPECIAL PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

NA

FINANCES SOURCE OF FUNDS

NA NA

ALTERNATIVES

(1) Adopt the ordinance as submitted, or (2) Amend the ordinance, or (3) Reject the ordinance.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the ordinance.

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY: Kristina Douglas, Assistant City Attorney
Briana Spivey, Assistant City Attorney



ORDINANCE NO. 38 OF 2022

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 50-94 OF CHAPTER
50 THE CITY OF SHREVEPORT CODE OF ORDINANCES
RELATIVE TO DIVISION 3 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE,
OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY AND OTHERWISE
PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO.

BY COUNCILMEMBER

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Shreveport, Louisiana in due,

legal and regular session convened, that Chapter 50, Article II, Division 3 of the City of

Shreveport, Louisiana Code of ordinances is hereby amended to read as follows: 

DIVISION 3-OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY

Sec. 50-94.1 Illegal Possession of a Catalytic Convertor

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally possess of one (1) or more catalytic

convertor(s) that do not belong to a vehicle or vehicles owned by the individual in

possession of the catalytic convertor(s), or that the individual cannot provide verification

of legal receipt of the catalytic convertor from the vehicle owner or possess the vehicle’s

title. The year, make model and VIN shall also be required form the vehicle which the

catalytic convertor was removed. 

(b) Whoever commits the crime of illegal possession of a catalytic convertor shall be fined

not more $500 or 5 days in jail, or both for a first offense, and a fine not more than

$1,000 for each subsequent offense or up to 60 days in jail or both. 

***

Sec. 50-94.2 Purchase of a Catalytic Convertor

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person or any business to purchase a used catalytic converter

that is not attached to a vehicle unless the seller is a licensed business, whose license

permits the installation, replacement, maintenance, or removal of catalytic convertor.

(b) Whoever commits the crime of purchase of a catalytic convertor shall be fined not more

$500 or 5 days in jail, or both for a first offense, and a fine not more than $1,000 for each

subsequent offense or up to 60 days in jail or both. 

***



Sec. 50-94.3 Sale of a Catalytic Convertor

(a) It shall unlawful for any person or any business to sell a used catalytic converter that is

not attached to a vehicle. This section does not apply to a bona fide automobile repair

garage or used auto parts dealer; whose license permits the installation, replacement,

maintenance, or removal of catalytic convertors. 

(b) It shall also be a requirement of such bona fide automobile repair garage, or used auto

parts dealer, whose license permits the installation, replacement, maintenance, or removal

of catalytic convertors to maintain such records in accordance with LA R.S. 37:1971 and

37:1967.

(c) Whoever commits the crime of sale of a catalytic convertor shall be fined not more $500

or 5 days in jail, or both for a first offense, and a fine not more than $1,000 for each

subsequent offense or up to 60 days in jail or both. 

***

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that if any provision or item of this Ordinance or the

application thereof is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, items or

applications of this Ordinance which can be given affect without the invalid provisions, items or

applications and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared severable.

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith

are hereby repealed.

THUS DONE AND ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Shreveport, Louisiana.

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:

City Attorney’s Office
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